
1

THE ARAMAIC LEVI DOCUMENT
1Q21; 4Q213–214 and related witnesses

Ancient Levi Traditions — Qumran Study Guide

WHAT SURVIVES

The Aramaic Levi Document survives in multiple Aramaic fragments from Qumran, with additional later witnesses

from the Cairo Genizah and a Greek tradition. Because the text is dispersed across manuscripts and its reconstruction

is complex, this volume is presented as a study guide rather than pretending that one continuous ancient scroll

survives.

WHY IT IS SPECIAL

This work expands traditions about Levi far beyond the brief Genesis narrative. It contains instruction connected with

priesthood, sacrifice, purity, wisdom, family teaching and Levi's special role. Its antiquity makes it important for

studying how priestly traditions developed during the Second Temple period.

QUMRAN WITNESSES

1Q21 — Aramaic Levi material, Cave 1

4Q213 / 4Q213a / 4Q213b — Aramaic Levi manuscripts, Cave 4

4Q214 / 4Q214a / 4Q214b — additional Aramaic Levi manuscripts, Cave 4

THE STORY / TEACHING THAT EMERGES

The surviving traditions portray Levi receiving instruction and occupying a priestly role. Sacrificial procedure

receives unusually detailed attention. Wisdom teaching is passed through the family, and Levi is presented not merely

as one of Jacob's sons but as a foundational priestly figure.

TEXTUAL CAUTION

Unlike the short Prayer of Nabonidus, the Aramaic Levi Document cannot responsibly be turned into a single seamless English

'book' without making many editorial decisions about fragment order, overlapping witnesses and restorations. For your library, the

best next stage is a manuscript-by-manuscript edition that shows each Aramaic witness separately, followed by the Genizah and

Greek witnesses for comparison.

WHY IT BELONGS IN THIS LIBRARY

The Aramaic Levi Document gives us another window into Jewish literature outside the later biblical canon that

circulated in antiquity. It is especially valuable because several independent manuscript witnesses allow textual

comparison rather than reliance on a single late copy.



